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SIVAMAYAM

BRIEF HISTORY OF
ARULMIGU GOMOKTHEESWARAR TEMPLE

AT TIRUVAVADUTHURAL

Tiruvavaduthurai! Oh | What a lovely devine place it is!
The sacred Cauvery flows on the northern side of the village
while its distributary Veeracholan flows gently on the
southern side boundary. Due to these two rivers the site is very
fertile and the village is greenish through out the year. Tha
well known Arulmigu Gomuktheeswarar temple is situated in
the heart of the village. Four besutiful car streets run around
the temple Of course, there are some crossroads and few lanes
too. The living place of the village is surrounded by ever
green paddy fields and flower gardenms. ’

Tiruvavaduthurai is situated in between Mayiladuthurai
and Kumbakonam jn Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu. The
village can be reached either by train or by bus. Itis abeut
2 - Kilometers from Narasinganpet railway station and about
s Kilometer from its bus stop.

According to tradition, a place is considered fo be sacred
by its shrine or by its theertham or by the diirinity of tht
place itself.  Tiravavaduthurai has all the three ocombined,
Due to these reasons the Thevara trio - Sambandar, Appar
and Sundarar - have visited this place and sung number of
hymns in praise of the shrine. The elegance and melody in
the verses of Thevaram is also a cause to attract more and
more devotees to this holy place. Sendaner - One of the
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suthors of Tiruvissipps hed also sung songs in praise of this
deity. In short Tiruvavaduthurai is nothing less than Sri
Kaijlash on Earth,

The holy water tank - Mukthi theertham is just in front
of the main manumental eastern gate way with five storied
tower «- RajaGoparam. In all, the temple has three menumenta
towers and twenty vimanams.

When one enters the temple, the huge gigantic bull -
Nandi, built with ocut stones, cetches the eyes and heart:
No where in India or abroad one can see such a huge Nandi.
The stala virukshe - sacred tree - Pipil tree is just by the
side of the Nandi. On the morthern side, big and beautlfully
constructed Vasanta Mahal is located. The temple has throe
praharams,

The main shrine is of Arulmigu Gomuktheeawarar alias
Masilamaneeswarar. The goddess is Arulmign Oppilamulaiammal
Further Lord Ganesh, 'Lord Subramania with Valli and
Deivayanai, Vishvanathar  Visalakshi, 72 - Saive  saints,
Sekeizhar, Anaithezhunda Nayakar Lord Nataraja with
Bivakami, Thiyagaraja, Durga, Sandeswar and many more
deities adorn the temple. The deities of four Saiva Siddhanta
prophets - Meikandar. Arulnandhi, Maraignana sambandar and
Umapathy sivachariyar are also installed.

Daily Poojas ere performed for all deities six times s
day. Viz.

Usha Kalam at  6-00 AM
Kala Sandhi at 10-30 AM
Utchi Kalam at 13-00 noon
Sayangalam at  5-00 PM
Erandam XKalam at 7-30 PM

Artha Jamem at 9-00 PM
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In ‘the month of Jan - Feb the annual- festival is celebrated
for ten days. - The: festival - ends: with Ratha Saptami -
theerthavari.

Further Tamil new year’s -day; -Ani Tirumanjanam Adi-
Velli, Avani Vinayaka Chathurthy, Purattasi Navarathri. Aippasi
Kande Sashti, Markazhi Tiruvathirai, Kartik Somavaram, Thai
Velli, Masi Sivarathri, Panguni Uthiram are also celebrated
Thousands of devotees from in and around Tiruvavaduthurai
visit the temple and Worship on these days. They pray in
all sincerity and the true devotees get-what they wish.

Some of the important Purana | historical events which
took place at Tiruvavadathurai are listed helow -

1. Onoce, becauss of a curse (Goddess .Parvathy had to
take the form of a oow., After performing pooja rituals to
this shrine for.years, the cow got the eurse removed and she
took the original form of Goddess and joined Lord Siva The
Strueture is sculptured as Ansaithezhunda Nayakar

2. On the request of Devas and saints Lord Siva daneed
under' the pipil tree.

3. One Chola king named Musukundan was not bleessed
with a Child for years. On praying this .deity he got number
of children with fame.

4, Tirumular, the author of Tirumantram - one of -the
twelve holiest Saiva religious books, lived here for 3000 years
to complete his book. His shrine is located on the western

gide of second preharam.

5. Thirugnena Sambandar, One of the sauthors of
Thevaram, was:_gifted with thousand .gold Coind¥ te . Conduot
a Biva Velvi by his father. )
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6. There were eighteen famous Siddars, those who oan
do wonders on earth, lived on various times in Tamil Nadu.:
Bogar. one of those eighteen lived here. It is also said
thousands of Siddars lived here and therefore this place came
to be known as ‘* Navakoti Siddapuram.”

7. Tirumaligai Devar, one of the author of Tiruvissippa
lived here. His Shrine is at Tiruvavaduthurai Adheenam
Mutt.

8. Due to the grace of Arulmigu Gomukthesswarar,
Siddar Sivaprakasar asked his disciple Namasivaya Murthy to
stay at this place and teach Siva Gnanam to the deserved
people. Like this in I4th Century the great Tiruvavaduthurai
Adheenam was established by Arulthiru Namasivaya murthigal.
From that time on wards for the last five centuries this mutt
has continuously endeavoured on various spheres to improve
not omly Saivism but slso Tamil literature in Tamil Nadu
To name a few Mahavidwan Tirusirapuram Meenakshi sundaram.
pillai, Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Ayyar were the products of this
mutt.

In succession 23rd peedathipathy Seer Valar Seer Sivaprakasa
Pandara Sanaithy is ruling Tiruvavaduthurai Adheenam He is
very keen on the proper maintenance of temples as per Agamas
He has plans to improve this temple and algso to provide.-
adequate facilities for the devotees who visit the temple, The
main mutt is looated just on the southern side of the
temple.

During the period of 22nd peedathipathy of this muts,
Arulthiru Ambalavana Desikar, Maha kumbabishekam of this-
temple was ocarried out on 27—8—1873.

The following are a few Literatures, praising this plage -and-
shrine.



Tittle Author
1. Thevaram Sambandar
2. Thevaram App;r
3. Thevaram Sundarar
4. Thiruvasakam ‘Manickavasakar
5. Thiruvisaippa Sendanar
6. Thirumantram Tirumular
7. Periapuranam Sekeizhar
8., Turaisai Puranam - Saistr:;m "Swaminatha munivar

9. Turaisai Yamaha Anbathy Mshavidwan “Meenakshi
sundaram Pillai

10. Turaisai Siledai Venba Ponnusamy Chettiar

11. Truaisai Venba Anthathy

12. Oppilamulai Ammai
Pillai Tamizh

When this temple came into existance 1 Even today the
questien is unanswered. Anyway as per an Inscription the temple
was rsnovated with plack stone structure by First Parandakas
Cholan. His period was 907 A. D. to 948 A. D, There are many
inseriptions in this temple In 1853 those inscriptions were
translated | written by an expert Sundaresa Varndaiyar. They
are kept at Saraswathy Mahal library of Tiruvavaduthurai
Mutt.

Sinoe this temple is under the direct control of Tiruvavadu
thurai Adheenam, It is maintained well. Al the festivals and
annual functions are oarried out with great emthusiasm and
religious fervour.

Let us visit this place and pray Lord Gomuktees warar
to bless us and the world ~with peace and prosperity.

===
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